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FROM THE OUTREACH CHAIR 

Dorothy Atkins 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Luanna K. Leisure 

I didn’t write the above statement, but I did read 

it on our NLAPW.org website. Do check out our 

National Website. Scroll through the pages and 

read about pen women from across the United 

States.  Submit your poetry, articles, and enter 

contests. 

We are a sisterhood. We are all different, but 

when it comes to our creativity and passion for 

the arts, we are all the same. 

Right now we have 59 members in our Santa 

Clara County Branch. We have four members in 

Music, and the rest are close to half Art members 

and half Letters members. Several have duel 

membership in Letters and Art. Two of our 

music members have their credentials in Letters. 

Some branches are composed mainly of Art or 

Letters members. We are a diverse branch of 

creatives. We applaud each other, and are 

always encouraging. We network, and support 

each other in our different disciplines. What an 

awesome group of ladies. I am so overjoyed to 

be a part of the talented, Santa Clara County 

Branch of the National League of American Pen 

Women.  

This is Us 
A sisterhood of talented women who are 
dedicated to their craft and to sharing 

their passion  

Dorothy Atkins' "Eyes Wide Open" show begins at the 

end of January.  See her body of work at the Hayward Art 

Council on line. Her images 

came alive during the pandemic 

and social unrest. Now a life 

long commitment to univer-

sal One Love she continues to 

connect people. “Life is still 

good if we gather the strength 

to not give up,” she opines. 

www.haywardartscouncil.org.   

 

Greetings Pen Women, 

As your Outreach Chair, my goal is to reach out 

to other branches in the coming months. This is a 

great opportunity to engage with other creative 

professional talent. Healthy branches thrive when 

our members are engaged. I encourage all of you 

to invest in new members. Student members 

bring fresh ideas as well as seasoned creative 

women who are looking for an organization such 

as ours. I also have determined that I will seek 

out other interesting presentations that might cap-

ture your interest. 

http://www.haywardartscouncil.org/
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Elvira Rascov– Art 2021 

A workshop was taught by Elvira on October 1, 

2022 at the Canham Farm Horse Rescue and 

Rehabilitation Center in Scotts Valley. Pen 

women, Karen Franzenburg and Patty Dick took 

lessons and enjoyed working with the models. 

ELVIRA RASCOV  

Plein Air Painting Workshop 

LOUISE WEBB 

Letters Member—31 Years 

Louise Webb wears many hats! She has taught a 

Memoirs class at the Saratoga Senior Center for 

over 20 years. Her class is attended by Pen Women, 

Dorothy Atkins, Luanna Leisure, Diana Chan, 

Patricia Dennis, Norma Slavit, Patty Dick, and 

friend of Pen Women, Rolayne Edwards, who are 

also members of the Center. Judy Bingman loved 

attending Louise’s class. Several other memoirs 

members have attended our celebrity luncheons and 

donated to our Excellence in the Arts Awards. In 

2016 Best of our Memoirs was published to honor 

Louise and celebrate her class of writers. Louise 

brings the same intensity to her Zoom Memoirs 

meetings as she did in person. Look at the positive 

influence on others that one woman can have. If you 

would like to visit or join her memoirs group contact 

Louise at: louisewebb2@comcast.net 

Louise Webb’s Memoirs Class, August 2, 2019 
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Luanna Leisure—Letters 2012 & Art 2020 

I am on the right and my niece, Beverly is on the 

left. I wrote poetry at this age. Beverly and I were 

more like sisters and we would stay up late writing, 

drawing, and talking about boys. One night I 

couldn’t go to sleep until I finished a poem. I had a 

light on and I was yelled at to turn it off. I couldn’t, 

I had words in my head that had to be written. The 

poem below is what came out. I have no idea what it 

means if anything at all. I remember being laughed 

at by my boyfriend. He thought it was silly. Yes, he 

hurt my feelings but for what it’s worth, 60 years 

later, here it is. 

(Please send your poem for Poetry Corner for our 

next newsletter.) 

Email Dorothy Atkins at chabot50@sbcblobal.net) 

In Search 
by Luanna K. Lynch Leisure 

Come to me 
My mighty steed 
My steed so gallant and courageous 
 
Come lift me up  
And I will sit astride 
Then together we shall see 
 
Swish your shimmering silver wings 
I’ll grasp with my left hand  
your fluttering mane 
 
My right hand shall reach into the heavens 
And grasp all the knowledge I can 
 
For in search of happiness I am 
And the love of every soul 
For I am here to acknowledge 
What so many scarcely known 

POETRY CORNER ALICE ANN GLENN 

Published Article 

IN, OUT, THEN BACK IN 

by Alice Ann Glenn 

It all started because my father was a Methodist 

preacher and I would get half-price tuition! I got my 

acceptance letter to the nursing program and was 

thrilled. I was interviewed by Dr. Karistrom as a 

potential honors program student and was asked if I 

would enjoy going abroad for a semester. Later, at 

church with my parents, we were surprised to see two 

Puget Sound students we knew; when the service was 

over, one of them rushed up to me and said, “Have 

you heard? They are discontinuing the nursing 

program!” I was in shock. My parents took me to other 

universities with nursing programs, but I didn’t like 

any of them. We had a family meeting, and my father 

said, “I suggest you go to Puget Sound your first year. 

Any classes you take should be transferrable, and that 

gives you time to figure out if there is someplace else 

you would rather go.” The first semester, when I took 

one of the required introductory religion classes, Dr. 

John Phillips invited some of us to his home. He told 

all of us there we had potential to be leaders in the 

church! I pondered this, talked with my parents, and 

by the end of the semester, decided that I wanted to go 

into Christian education. I was a logger! 

Alice Ann Glenn—Letters 41 Year Member 

I recently had a very short story published. I am a 

graduate of the University of Puget Sound, Taco-

ma, Washington. Students and Alums are called 

“Loggers.” There was a request for short stories on 

how we ended up at Puget Sound. “How I Became 

a Logger” is the title of the collection that covers 6 

pages in the recent issue of “arches.” My short sto-

ry is title “In, Out, Then Back In.” 
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BONNIE VAUGHAN 

New Book Release 

BONNIE VAUGHAN—Letters 22 years  

New Book Release 

Acacia 
 

Bonnie Vaughan became fascinated with space 

travel when the first lunar lander took off from 
the moon, a feat she had thought was impossible. 

As the author of numerous newspaper and 
magazine articles, her most exciting interview 
was with Colonel Al Worden, pilot of the Apollo 

15 command module, who told her how fragile 
the Earth looked from a distance. 

A journalism degree from San Jose State 
University landed her a job as a technical writer. 

While writing her own science fiction stories on 
weekends, she authored many software books for 

Silicon Valley companies. She is a 
“Distinguished Winner of STC’s International 
Summit Awards Competition.” 

Acacia is a fun fantasy, space adventure fiction 
for middle school and adults.  

Acacia is available on Lulu.com, Amazon, 

Barnes & Noble, etc.  

 

DARLENE WEINGAND—Art & Letters 21 yrs. 

Crystal Saga Series 2 

Book 9—New (Ad)Ventures and  

Book 10—(Ad)Ventures Continue 

Darlene is a prolific writer with an amazing 

imagination. You cannot help but be captivated by 
the many adventures and characters in her Crystal 

Saga Series. Series 1 has 12 books in 6 volumes. 
Two books in a volume. 

“I’m nearing the end of series 2 of “Crystal Saga”. 

Will there be a Series 3?  Only the book knows.” 

Aloha, Darlene 

Purchase Darlene’s books at LuLu.com, Amazon, 
Barnsandnoble.com, etc. 

 

 

DARLENE WEINGAND 

New Book Releases 

MORE BOOKS BY BONNIE 

SPACEBORN and THINGS 
THAT GO BUMP FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS 

AVAILABLE ON  
AMAZON.COM 

Series 1 

Series 2 
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LOLLY OWENS 

Abstract Artist 

LOLLY OWENS—Art 2012 

I am doing a one hour talk and demonstration on 

creating signature abstract art on February 9, 2023 at 

the McMurray Art League in McMurray, PA. 

MARCIA SIVEK 

Zoom Nutrition Chat 

MARCIA SIVEK—Art 2017 

Nutrition—Keeping it Real With Food 

Marcia is offering free monthly zoom chats on 

nutrition, beginning Tuesday, January 24. These 

chats occur every four weeks on Tuesdays from 

11:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. Pacific Time.  

Although the event is free please sign up on her  

new website:  

https://www.marciasiveknutrition.com/book-online   

When you register, you will automatically be 

emailed the zoom link. 

Love & Courage 

30 x 30 x1.4 on archival cradle board 

Lolly is a Nautilus Fellow Member, 

International Society of Experimental Artists, 

Member: National Association of Women 

Artists and Santa Clara County Branch of the 

National League of American Pen Women. 

Please visit https://www.LollyOwens.com 

If you are traveling to Pennsylvania: Studio 

visits by appointment only: call 509.336.9622 

Marcia Sivek—Cooking Workshops  

at Los Gatos Saratoga Recreation Center 

Marcia was accepted to conduct demonstration 

classs on cooking something healthy and easy. 

These meals will be designed so you can batch 

cook for a few days of meals or find a way to 

freeze them. People will get recipes and meal plan 

ideas. You will also be able to taste food and have 

a little in-class snack. 

Before and during the demonstration Marcia will 

do a short presentation on the topic of the week. 

There are two class series that are five weeks start-

ing Maarch 14 and March 15. 

The classes will be at the Saratoga Rec center. For 

more information visit this website:  

https://www.marciasiveknutrition.com/in-

person-events  

https://www.marciasiveknutrition.com/book-online
https://www.marciasiveknutrition.com/in-person-events
https://www.marciasiveknutrition.com/in-person-events
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LORRAINE GABBERT 

Beautiful Collages 

LORRAINE GABBERT—Letters 2020 Art 2021 

Collage is Lorraine’s fun place. Her creativity 

brings smiles and wonder to those who enjoy 
seeing her beautiful work. 

BARBARA CHAMBERLAIN 

Working on a New Book 

In the Jaden Steele Mystery Series 

BARBARA CHAMBERLAIN—Letters Life 

Member—49 Years, Barbara with husband, Dave 

Little Miss Muffet—Teaser from the back cover 

Jaden Steele loves to substitute for her friends, 

Bobbi Jones, whenever she can’t do story    times 

at the library. One Saturday morning a little girl 

and her dog, Pirate stay in the children’s room af-

ter everyone has left. When Jaden asks her about 

being picked up she answers,  

I’m afraid to go home. They want to kill me.” 

Jaden feels the girl’s fear is serious to her. She 

calls her fiancée, Bill Amirkhanian, a Carmel  po-

liceman. After his talk with Hannah he believes 

she got into trouble at home. She fears being pun-

ished. With a lifelong friend who works at social 

services, they find a spider’s web woven around 

Hannah and Pirate.  Removing the sticky strands 

will make the lurking spider strike. 

Barbara’s books are available on Amazon.com 
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NANNETTE JONES 

Prospective Member in Art 

DOROTHY ATKINS 

Honoring Black History Month 

“Bruno's Energy Dripping 24 karat Gold” 

“ENTERMUSBLUES ART” 

Entertainment and musical blue Icons 

“This is how we look from inside out. 

Blue is our blood before oxygen, the beginning of life.  
Red is our blood after oxygen. 

Yellow is for the aura and energy of life.” 

I paint and create my artwork using oil paint/

recycled oil paint, and acrylic metallics. I am called 

the “Green Artist” that paints “Blue People.” 

We are all the same inside our skin. The universe 

which surrounds us, the sky and the water are blue. 

I believe that black radiates when used with color. I 

enjoy using the negative space, a touch of cubism, 

texture and geometric shapes in my paints.  

My vision was in a dream I was given to paint peo-

ple from inside out using primary colors blue, red 

and yellow. 

DOROTHY ATKINS—Art 2006 

Honoring Black History Month  

Livermore Library presents 

 

"Black Women Who Create"  

 

Pen Woman Dorothy Atkins joins the panel of 

"Black Women Who Create" moderated by Pen 

Woman Tina Jones Williams. For this discussion 

and Q&A, Tina has selected an eclectic group of 

women who are passionate about their craft, born 

in different decades, and of varying backgrounds. 

The group includes writers, visual artists, 

educators, philanthropists, and entrepreneurs. 

Each woman will have an opportunity to tell her 

story; why she chose her current path, challenges, 

successes, and her hopes for the future.   

 

Join the discussion and Q & A   

Tuesday, February 28th, 7pm via Zoom.  

Link will be shared when available. 

“Don’t forget — no one else sees 

the world the way you do, so no 

one else can tell the stories that you 

have to tell.” 

Charles de Lint 
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KATHLEEN SHIMETA 

Special Guest Presentation 

Gena Branscomb Project 

NOVEMBER 5, 2022. We are always striving 

to create a learning space at our Pen Women 

meetings.  

Kathleen Shimeta. For over twenty years I have 

worked on the life and music of Gena 

Branscombe. What began as a recording of her 

songs and piano works progressed to co-

authoring and performing a one-woman 

show, Life! Love! Song! A Visit with Gena 

Branscombe.  We told her story with first-person 

dialogue and 15 of her melodic songs. Captivated 

audiences continually asked why they had never 

heard of this woman composer and why had her 

music disappeared.  Their questions propelled me 

to work on bringing Miss Branscombe to the 

Phyllis Fergus,Ethel Glen Hler, Amy Beach, 

Harriett Ware and Gena Branscombe. c. 1924 

FIRST FIVE PEN WOMEN  

COMPOSERS 

ROLAYNE EDWARDS 

Friend of Pen Women 

It is unfortunate that I do not have the 

credentials to be a member of Pen Women. It is 

very fortunate that I have a talented cousin that 

regularly invites me to join the accomplished 

women in your branch. I am both appreciative 

and in awe of the amount of expertise, ability 

and skill you exhibit at each of your meetings. 

Every meeting is joyful and a learning 

experience. It is my goal to someday be 

accomplished enough to join Pen Women. 

Thank you for letting me hang out with you 

until then.  

Rolayne, Friend of Pen Women 

Rolayne is a handwriting analyst and retired 
attorney. She made a presentation as a special guest 
at our November 6, 2021 zoom meeting, and has 
been a contributor to our Excellence in the Arts 
Awards. 

. 
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HALLOWEEN FUN LUNCH 

Fun to Have Fun 

Since it was close to Halloween, Patty Watkins Dick said, “Dress up in costume for October’s 
lunch at Bill’s Café.” Pen Women are enthusiastic creatives and are ready to have fun. A 

grand entrance  was made by a pirate, poopy head, monkey, princess, spider web, a Viking 

maiden, and  many more costumed ladies. Laughter and fun was first on the menu. 

Left to right  Katy Tyler, Patty Dick, Carol Greene, Luanna Leisure, Audry Lynch, Donna 

Sordyl, Sheralee Iglehart, Carol Brolin, Susan Zerweck, ShaRon Haugen, Patricia Dennis, 

Cyra Cowan, Jeanne Carbone, Mary Miller Chiao, Karen Franzenburg, and Louise Webb. 

VINNIE REAM 

Competition 

Open to all Pen Women. Go to 

www.NLAPW.org home page. Click on Vinnie 

Ream Competition for all the information. 

Art, Letters and Music Competition 

Submission window closes March 30, 2023 

 

Would you like to be included  

in our branch newsletter? 

 

Now is your opportunity to share your 

talents and accomplishments. Email  news 

items and photos to News Reporter, 

Dorothy Atkins at 

chabot50@sbcglobal.net 
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CHRISTMAS AT SUSAN’S 

Christmas Party 

Following the 10 a.m. Zoom meeting Sat. Dec. 3rd, 7 intrepid Pen Women drove to the rainy Santa 

Cruz Mountains for a Holiday Party at Susan Zerweck's. Jana McBurney-Lin lives close by but since 
she's now working full-time, she hasn't been able to participate in regular Pen Women meetings.  It was 
delightful to get to know her better.  Lorna  Kohler lives right down the road, but has been in Santa Ro-

sa taking care of her Mother's estate.  Marcia Sivek and Carol Greene live in the mountains also, but a 
bit further away.  ShaRon Haugen and Gail Lockhart came together with Gail doing the driving and 

Lorraine Gabbert tackled Hwy 17 all by herself.  The potluck lunch was varied and delicious with Carol 
Green's blueberry lemon cake to top it all off.  Then we drew numbers and opened gifts, with stealing 

being the norm.  One of the best was an original Gall Lockhart glass art which Carol Greene actually 
got to keep and take home.  Since we were a smaller group, it was very special to get to know one an-
other over food and fun.  The rain kept up all during the festivities, but no one minded, since we were 

having such a good time and were warm and dry in Susan's holiday decorated home..  

HOLIDAY ZOOM 

December 3, 2022 

Holiday Zoom 

We each shared a favorite  
holiday memory 

Left to right top to bottom 

Gail Lockhart, Luanna Leisure, 
Carol Greene, Darlene Weingand, 
Barbara Chamberlain, Dorothy 
Atkins, Cathy Powers, Claudia 
Gray, Lorna Kohler, Louise Webb, 
Karen Franzenburg, Patty Dick, 
Tina Jones Williams, Susan 
Zerweck, Diana Chan, and Gerri 
Forte. 
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Celebrating 100 Years 

Our centennial book is 166 full color pages of Santa 

Clara County Branch and National HQ history. 

Featuring each member with their biographies and 

much more. Cost is about $16 with the author 

discount if I order for you from LuLu.com.  

Email LuannaLeisure@aol.com if interested. 

January 7, 2023 Zoom Meeting 

With Special Guests 

Kathy Bjork, President of the Palm Springs Branch, with several members of the Palm Springs Branch 

met with us on zoom for a “get to know you” visit. 

Gina Bae, a student member attending the Rhode Island School of Design, made a presentation of her 

art projects. Genevieve Liu, a student member attending the University of Hawaii was in mid air return-

ing to classes after Christmas break, and was unable to attend. Genevieve did have a presentation and 

artist’s statement that was read.  

In attendance top to bottom left to right: Darlene Weingand, Luanna Leisure, Donna Weeks, Mary 

Miller Chiao, Judy Fabris, Dorys Forray, Gina Bae, Dorothy Atkins, Susan Zerweck, Jude Tolley, 

Laura Walth, Ann Ellis, Kathy Bjork, Marge Dodge, Marcia Sivek, Patricia Dennis, Alice Ann Glenn, 

Karen Franzenburg, Sallee Peterson, Harriett Arnold, Barbara Chamberlain, Gerri Forte, ShaRon 

Haugen, Audry Lynch, and not in screenshot, Winifred Thompson. 
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NATIONAL ZOOM  

2nd Thursday of the month 

Time alternates, sometimes mornings 

sometimes evenings 

Are you interested in meeting Pen Women from 
all across the U.S., as well as Members at Large, 

Potential Members, in every category of Art, 
Letters, Music? Also Friends of Pen Women are 

welcome to attend. 
 

Laura Walth, President of the Des Moines, 

Iowa Branch hosts this special zoom for all who 

are interested. On occasion a special guest is 
invited to make a presentation.  

 

For dates and times and link: 

Send your email address to 

laura.walth@gmail.com 

PEN ARTS 

WRITERS RETREAT 

Looking to finish that chapbook of poetry or 

complete or start your novel or memoir? The 

NLAPW, Inc. is hosting a competitive Writers 

Retreat at our historic Pen Arts building in 

Washington, D.C. this spring. Pen Women 

writers who are looking to complete a major 

writing project are encouraged to submit an 

application for consideration by an independent 

panel of judges. Four Pen Women will be 

competitively selected for this retreat based upon 

their applications and writing samples. This 

unique opportunity to write in a quiet space 

reserved for them at Pen Arts will include 

professional and personal writing instruction, 

professional coaching, and private editing and 

mentoring during the four-day and three-night 

Pen Arts Writers Retreat. Writers will share a 

room at Pen Arts with one other writer.  

The retreat dates are May 10th thru May 13th. 

Deadline for application is April 15, 2023. 

There is a $40 submission and reading fee.  

Independent judges will select the four writers 

who are chosen to attend the writers retreat. 

Those four will pay the all inclusive fee of 

$450.  

Contact Nancy Dafoe for more information at 

Email: dafoe.nancy@gmail.com 

 

Application is on the last page  

of this newsletter 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY BRANCH  

NEXT ZOOM MEETING 

February 4, 2023 

Honoring Black History Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEATURING: TINA JONES WILLIAMS 

AND DOROTHY ATKINS 

Honoring Black History Month will include a 

presentation by Dorothy Atkins on Madam C.J. 

Walker (1867-1919) first Black woman millionaire 

in America, making her fortune in hair products 

for Black Women. 

Tina Jones Williams will present Nikki Giovanni, 

born 1943. A Black American poet, writer, com-

mentator, activist and educator. 
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National League of American  

Pen Women 

As Pen Women our mission is to  

encourage, recognize, and promote 

the production of creative work of 

professional standard. We do this 

through outreach activities, we  

provide educational, creative, and 

professional support to members 

and nonmembers alike. Our core 

values are respect for one another, 

as well as knowledge, creation, 

respect, and preservation  

of the arts.  

Applications  for our Excellence in the Arts Awards  

have been mailed to all the local and closely 

adjacent high schools and colleges.  

Emails have also been sent to counselors and 

instructors when emails have been available. It is 

not always possible to have access to email 

addresses, especially with the link in the email to 

view the application.  

DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED 

Our annual Celebrity Luncheon  is how we raised 

funds for our monetary awards for talented young 

ladies in Art, Music, and Letters. 

Your donations for the last two years have kept 

money in the Awards account making it possible 

for us to continue providing encouragement so 

these ladies can follow their artistic and creative 

dreams.  

Gina Bae won the Art Award last year. She is 

now a student member and is attending the 

Rhode Island School of Design.  

Mail your monetary donation to: 

Checks made payable to: NLAPW 
 

ShaRon Haugen, Treasurer 

4156 Snowbank Court 

San Jose, CA  95135-1046 

“Art washes away from the soul the 

dust of  everyday life.” 

Pablo Picasso 

Application available on our website 

nlapwsantaclara.org 
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APPLICATION FOR THE PEN ARTS WRITERS RETREAT 
There is a $40 submission and reading fee.  

Genre or type of writing you are interested in working on at the retreat: 

Writing sample (two pages in any genre) of recent work: 

 

Phone: 

 

Statement about why you would like to attend this unique retreat. 

 

Signature 

 

Mail to: 

The National League of American Pen Women, Inc. 

Writers Retreat 

1300 17th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Contact Nancy Dafoe for more information 

Email: dafoe.nancy@gmail.com 


